
Pastor’s page: What kind of God do we believe in? 

      “I have loved you with an everlasting love….” God never gives up on us, the people made 
in God’s image and likeness; and bearing within us the divine life of God. God chooses to love 
human beings no matter how far they stray. God chooses to intervene in our world and to 
take on our suffering in an intimate way through the coming of Jesus, the second person of 
the Trinity - the Son of God. God knew that Jesus would be rejected as a messenger. But God 
did not cause that rejection. Human beings did. 

      God is not a divine sadist demanding the bloody death of Jesus in crucifixion. God leaves 
human beings free to make choices. God will not interfere in the suffering and death of Jesus, 
because God is eminently respectful of our human freedom. 

      Jesus of Nazareth preaches, teaches and acts only with compassion and wisdom. His 
message and his ministry are met with opposition from the start. Since God is perfect, God 
knew from the beginning of time that this would happen, but God does not cause or want the 
rejection and brutal death of his Son. 

      In his parables and miracles Jesus lets us know who God is - love and mercy without 
measure, infinite and boundless. The outreach of Jesus to the poor and forgotten, the 
ostracized and hated, lets us in on the heart of God. The message and ministry of Jesus 
challenges us to do the same; with a similar outreach and special love for the stranger, the 
homeless, the prejudiced against, the broken and wounded of our day. Jesus was ‘a people 
person’ – he is political (from the Greek word ‘polis’ or city) – always and unwaveringly 
concerned about people, their dignity and God-given rights. This is the Gospel. 

      Pope Francis, in his encyclical “The Joy of the Gospel”, has called for Catholics with the 
“smell of the sheep”. This metaphor means compassionate care for others; because everyone 
is my brother or sister. Everyone belongs to me and I belong to everyone. Whenever we see 
human beings being stripped of their dignity or their rights as God’s sons and daughters, we 
must act to alleviate their suffering to the best of our ability, and heal their pain. All of us 
baptized Christians, are called by the Lord Jesus and in this day his Vicar, Pope Francis, to 
work as missionaries; building bridges to others as we sacrifice our egos and touch the 
suffering flesh of Christ in other wounded people. Pope Francis does not want a Catholic 
Church that is clinging to its own security. He repeatedly says that he wants a bruised, 
wounded, hurting church out on the streets bringing healing and new life. A church with open 
hands and hearts! Not rigid, tight, judgmental, but inclusive in our compassionate concern. 

      Jesus Christ and his faithfulness to his ministry to God’s holy people never responds to evil 
with evil. In fact, he absolutely refuses to respond with violence to the violence that his 
words and actions bring about. Dying on the cross, He never calls upon God his Father to send 
armies of Angels to kill and destroy. He lives the words of the Sermon on the Mount: “Love 
your enemies, do good to those who hate you.” Jesus dies rather than return evil with evil. In 



doing so, he breaks the power of sin and death. In his fidelity to the will of God his Father, he 
acts with justice and peace, forgiving even as he is dying. 

      It is in the resurrection of Christ that we come to know that evil is not ultimate; good is. 
Death has been overcome and glory fills us. We will live forever. God’s love conquers all! 

      Now it is up to us, his church, we who are the body of Christ, to carry on his saving work in 
the power of the Holy Spirit until Christ takes us home. In our stewardship of the gospel: in 
faith formation to young and old, in outreach to the poor and needy, in warm welcome and in 
kind invitation – we act as Jesus did - strengthened by our participation each week at the 
banquet table of the Eucharist. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


